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Caitlyn dances her way to success
CAITLYN CODY is an avid dancer 
and travels long distances every 
week to pursue her passion. 

She recently completed her 
dance exams where she 
achieved some amazing results:
• Honours in contemporary (85% 
to 89%) 
• High honours in Jazz (90 to 94%)

She has also received three med-
als for the year:
• Senior bronze in Hip Hop
• Intermediate gold in Jazz
• Intermediate gold in Contem-
pory.

It's awesome to see a student 
excelling in an area that is usually 
reserved for students living in the 
city. 
The Cody family hasn't let going to school in little old Piopio get in the 
way and have successfully pursued a passion.

Congratulations from everyone at the College, we are so proud of you!

Mr Draper

Caitlyn

The Science Department is on the 
hunt for some large jars with lids for 
our Year 7 Waterwise Unit, where 
we are going to make a freshwater 
ecosystem/ecosphere. 
If you have any lying around and 
wish to donate them, please hand 
them in to the school office.
Thanks!

Do you have any jars?



IT HAS BEEN a crazy and disrupted term for students and teachers 
alike. Learning programmes were well under way, as was winter 
sports. As a nation we were quietly smug about how we were deal-
ing with Covid compared with much of the world. New Zealanders 
were out and about discovering New Zealand – something that 
many had neglected to do for quite some time. The economy was in 
a far better state than had been predicted and Piopio Rugby Club 
had won every trophy available to them in the King Country Rugby 
Competition. Jayden Pari, Malachi Laird, Wairere Brown-Muraahi, 
Hemi Williams and Corey Mason had been named in King Country 
Rugby age group teams. The Gym was open again, the courts com-
pleted. The South Island Tour fundraiser “Stars in Your Eyes'' had been 
a screaming success. Everything was humming.

Then the sudden lockdown on Tuesday 17th of August put a halt 
to all that. Whilst learning from home is ideal for a few, for most it is 
not. Our teachers worked hard to post learning online and get hard 

South Island Trip goes ahead Louise 
Sheeran
Acting 
Principal

Mrs Sheeran
says ...

copies to students where needed. Zooms were used to keep in touch, especially with the junior 
school. The move to level 2 finally saw students and teachers back together. We all quickly real-
ised that much learning time had been lost and that has been a cause for anxiety for many. Get-
ting our heads around the new Delta rules has added complication.  

As we now head into the last week of Term 3 our School Whānau, I am sure, all wish the South 
Island Tour Group a safe, very enjoyable and productive trip where many life skills will be gained, 
through real time practical application. A massive thank you goes out to Mr and Mrs Draper and 
Mrs Muraahi for persevering to the extent that they have, to work through the many obstacles 
faced.

Congratulations to the three staff, five parent volunteers and 18 students who have worked tire-
lessly to navigate their way through an immense fundraising effort and a lockdown environment 
that has been challenging to say the least. We will look forward to hearing and viewing evidence 
of what we know will be awesome experiences in the journeys down south. They depart Piopio in 
the early hours of Sunday morning.

Term 4 starts on another high when a number of senior English students travel to Taupo to partici-
pate in a “Level 1/2/3 English External Exam Camp”. This study camp is largely being funded from 
the Piopio College Innovation Fund that has been building up over the past few years. This group 
(which includes three Y10 students) will spend three nights at the Wairakei Resort where they will 
participate in intensive study sessions (min 16 hours) and a variety of leisure activities. These stu-
dents will all be sitting English papers in the NCEA external exams at the end of the year. There 
has been planning in staff meeting time to see how we might provide further innovative learning 
opportunities outside the classroom for other groups of students in Term 4 and we look forward to 
sharing this information, early in Term 4.

Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tūohu koe me he maunga teitei
Seek the treasure you value most dearly: if you bow your head, let it be to a lofty mountain

Ngā mihi nui
Louise Sheeran
Acting Principal

JUST A HEADS UP
DOWNLOAD THE SKOOL LOOP APP TODAY

AND NEVER MISS OUT ON IMPORTANT
INFORMATION AGAIN.

DOWNLOAD FREE TODAY! 



PIOPIO COLLEGE

Piopio College is looking for an enthusiastic teacher for a 
variety of subjects including Junior Science.

This is a project-based teaching 0.4FTTE contract specifically 
on a Thursday/Friday each week commencing Term 4, 2021 
until 27 January 2022.

Please indicate your strengths and experience in other teach-
ing subjects.

We are a Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) school and seek 
staff who can strongly align to our values: 
Whānaungatanga (we are connected); 
Manaakitanga (we are respectful); 
Rangatiratanga (we are leaders); and 
Kotahitanga (we are united).

Enquiries for an application form to 
admin@piopio.school.nz

Applications close for the position 
3pm on Thursday 30 September 2021.

Teaching Position
Part-time, Fixed-term (0.4 FTTE)

PIOPIO SWIM CLUB are seeking expressions 
of interest for Learn to Swim coaches or 
assistants to help our coaches for the 2022 
season. 

Our Programme starts the first week of 
Term 1 and is run on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays for a total of 12 lessons. 

We are looking to hold a theory session 
within the next two weeks for those inter-
ested, which will be followed later in Term 
4 with a practical session. 

By joining our team you will be fully sup-
ported within our mentoring programme 
and will also guarantee a place for your 
child/children. 

Please contact our Learn to Swim co-
ordinator Carolyn Webster on 027 230 6101 
or email piopiolts@gmail.com if you are 
interested or have any questions.

Piopio College welcomes new Mathematics teacher
The Board of Trustees, Senior management and staff 
welcome Anu Priya (pictured) to our school whanau.
Nau mai! Haere Mai Anu! 
Here is her introduction to our community and our 
Kura ...
My name is Anu Priya. I have joined Piopio College as 
a Mathematics teacher and am extremely excited to 
be a part of this college and community. Let me intro-
duce myself in a more comprehensive way.
I lived in Sydney with my husband and recently 
moved here as we have been told that New Zealand 
is a beautiful country. Also, life in Sydney was pretty 
fast and busy so we were looking for a place like Pio-
pio, which looks amazing and peaceful to stay.
My husband is an engineer. Both of us are social but-
terflies and always find ourselves curious to explore, 
get to know about people and their culture. Of course, 
teaching is my passion but I also love dancing (Bollywood style, Bhangra), cooking, photography, 
exploring, mentoring and having BBQs with my kith and kin (whanau).
I have a burning desire to go camping but never got a chance, so I'm looking forward to going for 
it during the summer. In my mind, such activities are important – not only to forge a beautiful rela-
tionship with your friends, family and colleagues – but also to maintain them for the rest of your life.
As I was born and brought up in India, I am eager to share my culture with you and will embrace 
yours as well. My husband and I are lively personalities. Our interests are almost similar however, 
being a fitness freak he loves to go to the gym regularly, but I do exercises and yoga on my own 
at home because I think it is time-saving for me.
Well, we are both very excited to start this new chapter of our lives and I can surely say that It is 
going to be an incredible journey with all of you! 
Anu Priya

Coaches required



22 September 2021

Dear parents/caregivers of our junior school (Year 7-10).

As part of our 2021 Health Programme, we are going to be covering Puberty/Relationships and 
Sexuality. This unit is due to begin in week one of Term 4. 

These lessons will incorporate a range of different topics such as: changes to a child’s body, 
hygiene, human anatomy (internal/external), emotional and social changes, gender identity, 
respect, menstrual cycles/products, communication, relationships and crushes. Each of these les-
sons will enable students to express their own ideas, opinions and they will have the opportunity to 
ask a range of different questions in an environment which is safe and friendly.

The Year 10 programme also includes learning about contraception. This would be delivered by 
Mr Draper (Year 10 teacher) and the school nurse who may be able to explain some methods 
and resources in greater detail and also inform students of the role she plays within the school.

If you do not wish for your child to participate in these lessons, can you please contact me ei-
ther by phone 07 8778 173 or by email gdraper@piopio.school.nz. If you choose to withdraw your 
child/children from this learning topic, Mr Draper and I will set up another learning programme for 
them to work on in an alternative learning space.

If you would like to know more about the programme we are running, please feel free to contact 
me, thanks.

Gina Draper
HOF of Physical Education & Health

Lockdown Acrostics by L7 students

by Che Benefield

by James Hill

by Harlym Holmes

by Peter Brown



PE Success
IN OUR Junior PE programme we have been focussing on 
developing our self management whilst also playing/prac-
tising our Badminton skills. We completed our unit of work 
and would like to congratulate the following students who 
finished top of their class Badminton tournament:

• Year 7A - Lachie Burnell & Lachie Carter
• Year 7B - Hanataua Bodger-Kearns & Reihana Brown-
Muraahi 
• Year 8 - Corey Mason & Tyrone Pirika-Sargison.

Prior to lockdown our senior students had been working on 
their Biomechanics and Physiology assessments for their 
theory component of the course, and then participating 
in Badminton as their practical aspect. We are pleased to 
report on the students who excelled. 

Level 1: 
Merit - Khaniya Marshall, Potahi McTainsh, Jadalee James, 
Kyryn Young, Thomas Heald, Viviana Fagan-Mexted & 
Jayden Pari.

Level 2:
Merit - Summa Raukawa & Malachi Laird
Excellence - Daveigh Kemp, Georgia Pari, Teia Blakeman 
& Abby Tucker

Level 3 - Badminton practical (optional assessment)
Merit - Summa Raukawa, Kiwa Burgess & Jackson Morris
Excellence - Abby Tucker & Jessie James

Awesome work students!
Mrs G Draper 
HOF of Physical Education & Health

Pioio Community Recreation Centre is back open for business just in time to get fit for summer and to get
rid of lockdown overeating. We are super excited to announce we have a new personal trainer working from
the gym. Melissa is here to help us all get fit for summer!

Join fee is $40 includes key to give 24 hour access. Weekly membership rate is $15. Long term discounted
rates available.

For more information or to just visit our gym call Kimberley 0272101860

SHAPE MY LIFE

My name is Melissa Maguire, I am a Certified Personal Trainer and founder of Shape My Life.

My journey began when I initially started going to the gym for a workout which grew to being employed by
that fitness centre. Taking Fitness classes, motivating and helping people inspired me to become a PT.

Five years of working professionally within the fitness industry, I am here to help guide you every step of the
way, providing a results driven approach to training schemes, tailored to suit any age, body type and
personal goal.

Face your fitness goals and fears today, your health is an investment not an expense. Call me anytime on
0211035009 even if it’s just a chat, to bring about change.
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A big thanks to the following 
students who dedicated some 
time last week and assisted Mr 
Draper and I to sort and clean 
the gym spaces. It was greatly 
appreciated and we thank you 
very much for your hard work. 

Levi Pari, Aden Bradcock, Jake 
Peterson, Aidan Leineweber, 
Tana Maguire, Manu Takerei, 
Lachlan Lyford, Lynden Brough, 
Richard Noun, Keanu Edkins, 
Troy Komene & Che Benefield.

Mrs Draper

You!
Thank

wellwell
done!done!

Thursday 28 October
7.15pm

at Piopio Playcentre 
Aria Road, Piopio

Nibbles and some 
refreshments provided

Apologies/queries to Secretary 
piopio@playcentre.org.nz

Piopio Playcentre
AGM



A is for ANSELMI at acting is swell

B is for BOWRING and BUCKMAN as well

C is for COCKING who forgot to grow

D is for DUNCES who fail to know

E is for ELMERS our star bowler

F is for FUN which is caused by a bowler

G is for GRAHAM and GLOVER too

H is for HOMEWORK we struggle to do

I is for INK of a vivid hue

J is for JOHNSON well known as Blue

K is for KEARNS, Magdeline by name

L is for LAMONT and LAURENSON – of pipe fame

M is for MONAGHAN who stays behind glass

Third Form Alphabet

History
corner [Excerpt from 1950 school magazine]

FREE MEALS AT THE NIGHT OWL 
AND FAT PIGEON!

(buy one get one free) 
Get these deals and many more by 

purchasing an online entertainment book. 
It pays for itself by just using it in the above 

amazing local eateries. 

These books are epic!

Also purchase now and get a free Count-
down or JB HIFI voucher.

All purchases help us fundraise for our South 
Island Sports and Culture Tour. 

Use this link to purchase https://nz.entdigital.
net/orderbooks/91513k9

Eat & support our kids!

N is for NEWTON a smart one in class
O is for OVER the OBSTACLES we go
P is for PETERSON and PITTAMS is slow
Q is for QUEER which most of us are
R is for REST at the end of the year
S is for SHEARER and SCRIMSHAW called Scrim
T is for TUTEAO and TIBBITTS who swim
U is for UMPTEEN detentions we get
V is for VICTORIES we've had thousands yet
W is for WORTHINGTON and WRIGHT
X is for XMAS in Piopio, not white
Y is for YEAR – our only as Form 3
Z is for ZENA and so let it be.


